MASCOUTAH PUBLIC LIBRARY

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
SEPTEMBER 15, 2015
The Trustees of the Mascoutah Public Library held its regular meeting at the library on September 15, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

Trustees present were Nancy Larson, Roger Grodeon, Frank Bandre, Wayne Wilhelm, Suzy Friederich, Linda Tribout, Jordan Kneschke and Merly Friedland; absent was Anne 

Schorr. Also present was Library Director Marian Albers.  
President Nancy Larson presided and Merly Friedland recorded the minutes. There were no additions to the agenda. No public comments were heard or submitted.
The minutes of the last board meeting held on August 18, 2015 were approved as written. 
Financial Report:  Frank presented the Balance Sheet as of August 31, 2015, and the statements of income and expenses for the month of August, 2015 and the year-to date period from May 1, 2015 to August 31, 2015. Property tax receipts of $169,005 represent 52.3% of budgeted amount. We expect to receive more tax monies in the next two weeks. General revenue is down, primarily attributable to decreases in patron fines, fees, donations and equipment use. In light of the anticipated state-wide reduction in library funding due to the Illinois financial crisis, Frank informed the Board that the library’s cash position should enable it to meet emergency needs by utilizing funds in the Alice Rieder Memorial account. Frank also stated there no major concerns to address at this time.
Upon a motion by Roger, seconded by Wayne, the Board unanimously approved the above  financial statements and ordered that the same be filed for audit.
Committee Reports:  None
Director’s Report:  Please refer to the comparative Library Circulation Report for August, 2014 and August, 2015 and the Director’s written report for the September, 2015  Board Meeting, relating to library operations and activities since the last Board meeting on August 18, 2015.
The Director brought up other matters to the Board for information, discussion, and appropriate action:
1. Work on the back parking lot has been completed.
2. Information for the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) has been filed.
3. We have found a new home for the Civil War Books.The books are now at the Mckinstry Library at Lincoln College, which maintains a special collection section covering the Civil War.
4. Marian attended the Library Policy Committee meeting. Discussions included the state budget impasse and its impact on library services. The stalemate is likely to go on for months. Outlook for the libraries this year is negative. There will be no per capita grant this year.

Director’s Report-continued:  

Library funding could possibly be reduced by 50%, impacting costs of delivery, housing and maintenance of servers.
5. Marian has hired two Mascoutah High School Coop students, Nick Davis and Justin  Mueller.
6. Upon motions duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously approved the following:
a) Donation of shelving units from the genealogy room to the Mascoutah Senior Center,

Mascoutah Historical Society, and other local civic organizations who could use them.
          (Motion by Linda, second by Frank)
b) Donation of old Christmas decorations to Trinity.

 (Motion by Jordan, second by Merly)
Old Business:   Marian reported on the progress of genealogy room remodel project.
New Business:  Closed Session:  Pursuant to 5ILCS 120/2 Personnel, Nancy made a motion, Frank seconded, and the Board approved to go into a closed session at 7:21 p.m. to discuss personnel matters. Trustees in attendance at the open meeting participated.

On a motion by Linda, seconded by Roger, the Board approved the adjournment of the closed session at 7:55 p.m. and the return to open meeting immediately thereafter.
Adjournment:  There being no further business, President Larson declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. The next Board Meeting will be on November 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
Merly T. Friedland       

Secretary      
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